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UNDERSTANDING NUMERICAL AND ALPHABETICAL REFERENCES  
TO THE NORTH DAKOTA CENTURY CODE (N.D.C.C.) 

 
The North Dakota Century Code – also abbreviated as N.D.C.C. – comprises the 
laws of North Dakota enacted by the North Dakota State Legislature.  You may see 
or hear the North Dakota Century Code referred to as the North Dakota statutes, 
the Century Code, and the Code. 

PART 1 – TITLE 

The North Dakota Century Code is separated into Titles numbered 01 through 65. 

 

The first set of numbers is always the Title number, which refers to a specific title 
part of the North Dakota Century Code.  For example: 27-20-34 is located in Title 
27, Judicial Branch of Government.  
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PART 2 – CHAPTER 

Each Title of the North Dakota Century Code is separated into Chapters numbered 
01 up to (potentially) 99. 
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The second set of numbers is always the Chapter number, which refers to a 
specific chapter part of the North Dakota Century Code.  For example: 27-20-34  is 
located in Chapter 20, the Uniform Juvenile Court Act chapter of Title 27, Judicial 
Branch of Government . 

 

You may see Chapter abbreviated as ch.  For example, N.D.C.C. ch. 27-20. 

 

PART 3 – SECTION 

Each Chapter of the North Dakota Century Code is separated into Sections.  Each 
Section contains the text of a law. 
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The third set of numbers is always the Section number, which refers to a specific 
section part of the North Dakota Century Code.  For example: 27-20-34 is the 
thirty-fourth Section of Chapter 20, the Uniforms Juvenile Court Act chapter of 
Title 27, Judicial Branch of Government. 

 

You will often see Section referred to by a symbol.  The symbol for Section is §.  
For example, N.D.C.C. § 27-20-34. 

 

PART 4 – PARTS OF A SECTION 

When you see a reference to the North Dakota Century Code that contains the 
Title, Chapter and Section, for example N.D.C.C. § 27-20-34, this is a reference to 
the entire text of the law in the Section. 

The text of a law in a particular Section may be separated into parts.  If you need 
to refer a specific part of a Section, the following will help you identify the four 
different parts of a Section. 

***Note that not every Section is separated into parts.  Also, not every Section 
will have all four of the parts into which a Section may be separated. 

Section Part 1 – Subsection 

If a Section is separated into parts, the first part of a Section is called a 
Subsection.  You will know that a Section is separated into Subsections if the 
Section is numbered. 

***Note that not every Section is separated into Subsections. 

To refer to a Subsection, the number of the Subsection follows the Section 
number in parentheses.  For example, N.D.C.C. § 27-20-34(1).  This refers to the 
text of the law in North Dakota Century Code Title 27, Chapter 20, Section 34, 
Subsection 1.  (See example below.) 
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Section Part 2 – Subdivision 

The second part of a Section is called a Subdivision. 

If a Section is separated into Subsections, and a Subsection is separated into 
parts, those parts are called Subdivisions.  You will know that a Subsection is 
separated into Subdivisions if the Subsection is lettered. 

***Note that not every Subsection is separated into Subdivisions. 
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To refer to a Subdivision of a Subsection, the Subsection number is followed by a 
letter.  For example, N.D.C.C. § 27-20-34(1)(b).  This refers to the text of the law in 
North Dakota Century Code Title 27, Chapter 20, Section 34, Subsection 1, 
Subdivision b. 

 

Section Part 3 – Paragraph 

The third part of a Section is called a Paragraph. 

If a Section is separated into Subsections, a Subsection is separated into 
Subdivisions, and a Subdivision is separated into parts, those parts are called 
Paragraphs.  You will know that a Subdivision is separated into Paragraphs if the 
Subdivision is numbered.  Each number will be in parentheses. 

***Note that not every Subdivision is separated into Paragraphs. 



NDLSHC 7 Revised Sept 2016 

To refer to a Paragraph of a Subdivision, the Subdivision letter is followed by a 
number in parentheses.  For example, N.D.C.C. § 27-20-34(1)(c)(3).  This refers to 
the text of the law in North Dakota Century Code Title 27, Chapter 20, Section 34, 
Subsection 1, Subdivision c, Paragraph 3.  For example: 

 

Section Part 4 – Subparagraph 

The fourth part of a Section is called a Subparagraph. 

If a Section is separated into Subsections, a Subsection is separated into 
Subdivisions, a Subdivision is separated into Paragraphs, and a Paragraph 
separated into parts, those parts are called Subparagraphs.  You will know that a 
Paragraph is separated into Subparagraphs if the Paragraph is lettered.  Each 
letter will be in parentheses. 



NDLSHC 8 Revised Sept 2016 

***Note that not every Paragraph is separated into Subparagraphs. 

To refer to a Subparagraph of a Paragraph, the Paragraph number is followed by a 
letter in parentheses.  For example, N.D.C.C. § 27-20-34(1)(c)(4)(b).  This refers to 
the text of the law in North Dakota Century Code Title 27, Chapter 20, Section 34, 
Subsection 1, Subdivision c, Paragraph 4, and Subparagraph b.  For example: 

 


